
GPF Newsletter
February 07, 2014

What's new

New Working Paper: Corporate Influence in the Post-
2015 Process

In a new working paper, GPF's Lou Pingeot discusses 
the influence of transnational corporations in the Post-
2015 process. This working paper by Brot für die Welt, 
Global Policy Forum and Misereor provides an overview 
of the main corporate actors in the post-2015 process 
and how they shape the discourse on development. The 
paper advocates for more transparency around the 
participation of corporations in UN processes, including 
their financial support to UN initiatives, and for more 

reflection on the risks of a corporate, private interests-driven 
development agenda.

New Working Paper Summary: Country-by-Country 
Reporting

A new working paper by Global Policy Forum, 
MISEREOR and Brot für die Welt sheds light on how 
greater corporate transparency can help overcome the 
dependence by countries in the Global South on foreign 
donors and mobilize sufficient government revenue to 
provide an adequate level of public goods. Corporations 
have devised various ways of getting their money out of 
a country without paying tax. If transnational 
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companies are to be more honest in their tax affairs, their payment 
flows must be transparent. This can be achieved through country-by-
country or project-by-project reporting. "Country-by-Country 
Reporting" explores what opportunities lie in the concept of country-by-
country reporting. Furthermore it gives an introduction into new 
regulations devised on the European level for new reporting 
requirements for the extractive and logging industries as well as banks.

Post-2015 Agenda: flowery rhetoric, little substance
The basic parameters of the future development 
agenda were laid out at the autumn session of the 
UN General Assembly. The roadmap was 
presented and initial answers given as to where 
the global journey should be taking us from 2015 
on. The train to genuine sustainability could soon 
jump the tracks. Moreover After four UN reports, 

their is no mention of the need to transform financial, trade and 
economic relations to reduce glaring inequalities, says Swiss coalition 
Alliance Sud in an analysis of where the post-2015 process is headed.

Understand power structures to overturn them
In its third annual ‘State of Power’ report, 
Transnational Institute (TNI) uses vibrant infographics 
and intriguing essays to expose and analyse the 
principal power-brokers that have caused financial, 
economic, social and ecological crises worldwide. This 
collection of essays and accompanying infographics 
draws attention to key dimensions of power and its 
exercise in our globalised world. The contributions 
highlight how power is hidden and concealed.

Creating Sustainable Development Budgets
The International Budget Partnership (IBP) has 
launched a special issue of its newsletter that 
focuses on budgeting for environmental 
sustainability. In his contribution, Jens Martens, 
Director of the Global Policy Forum lines out the 
idea of 'Sustainable Development Budgets' and 

their key role as an integral part of the post-2015 agenda. Moreover 
articles include examples of what countries are doing to “green” their 
budgets in Philippines and Canada and what shall be done about 
environmentally harmful subsidies.
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Working for the Few
A new Briefing Paper by Oxfam deals with the diagnosis 
that economic inequality was rapidly raising in the 
majority of countries: "almost half going to the richest 
one percent; the other half to the remaining 99 
percent". As this inequality was interdependent with 
economic capture, Oxfam's paper calls on the World 
Economic Forum to do something about that: "Left 
unchecked, political institutions become undermined 
and governments overwhelmingly serve the interests of 

economic elites to the detriment of ordinary people. Extreme inequality 
is not inevitable, and it can and must be reversed quickly."
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